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Abstract : This study investigates assessment literacy
among English language teachers through a survey of
practices and perceptions. The research examines
teachers' understanding of assessment concepts, their
assessment practices in the classroom, and their
perceptions of assessment's importance. A sample of
English language teachers from diverse educational
institutions participated in the survey. The findings reveal
that while teachers demonstrate a moderate to high level
of understanding of assessment concepts, there are
variations in familiarity across different aspects of
assessment. Formative assessment emerges as the most
commonly used practice, highlighting its significance in
monitoring student progress and providing timely
feedback. Teachers unanimously recognize the
importance of assessment in guiding instructional
decisions and promoting student learning. However,
challenges such as limited training opportunities and time
constraints hinder the development of assessment literacy
among teachers. The study also identifies a positive
correlation between assessment literacy and effective
teaching practices, emphasizing the need for continuous
professional development. The implications of the
findings underscore the importance of fostering a culture
of assessment literacy within educational institutions
through collaborative efforts among  teachers,
administrators, and policymakers. This research
contributes to the understanding of assessment literacy
among English language teachers and provides
recommendations for enhancing assessment practices in
language education.

PENDAHULUAN

Understanding the importance of
assessment in the learning process has
been a focal point in the field of
education, especially in the context of
teaching English as a second language.
Assessment not only serves as a tool to
measure students' achievements but
also plays an integral part in effective
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teaching and learning.  Proper
assessment can provide valuable
information to teachers about students'
progress, the effectiveness of their
teaching, and guide decision-making in
designing learning strategies that meet
students' needs. However, effective
assessment requires a good
understanding of assessment concepts,



techniques, and instruments
appropriate to the learning context
(Gkogkou & Kofou, 2022).

In the context of teaching English as
a second language, assessment literacy
has become increasingly crucial. English
language teachers face unique challenges
in  designing and  implementing
assessments due to the complex and
multifaceted nature of language.
Therefore, proficiency in  English
language assessment plays a crucial role
in ensuring the effectiveness of teaching
and learning.

Although the importance of
assessment literacy is widely recognized,
research on assessment literacy among
English language teachers, particularly in
the context of developing countries, is
limited. Many developing countries face
challenges in improving the quality of
English language teaching, both due to
resource constraints and a lack of
adequate training for English language
teachers (Jannati, 2015).

Therefore, research on assessment
literacy among English language teachers
is essential. This research aims to identify
English language teachers'
understanding, practices, and perceptions
related to assessment. With a deep
understanding of assessment literacy,
policymakers and decision-makers in the
field of education can design appropriate
training and professional development
programs to enhance the quality of
English language teaching in developing
countries.

One of the main challenges in
assessment literacy is the gap between
theoretical understanding and classroom
practices.  Although many English
language teachers may have sufficient
theoretical understanding of assessment
principles, the practical implementation
may not always align with these
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principles. For example, some teachers
may tend to use less valid and reliable
assessments due to time constraints,
resource limitations, or lack of knowledge
about  better  alternatives  (Najib
Muhammad & Bardakgi, 2019).

Additionally, in the context of
globalization, increased student mobility
and the need for higher standards in
English language proficiency have placed
additional pressure on English language
teachers to produce assessments that meet
the needs of their students. This requires
a deep wunderstanding of various
assessment techniques, including
formative and summative assessment, as
well as the ability to analyze and interpret
assessment data accurately.

On the other hand, many English
language teachers may face challenges in
accessing the training and resources
needed to develop their assessment skills.
Especially in developing countries,
adequate training on assessment may be
less available or inaccessible to the
majority of teachers. This can result in a
gap in assessment capabilities between
teachers who have access to training and
resources and those who do not.

Research on assessment literacy
among English language teachers has
broad relevance in the current global
education context. With a better
understanding of English language
teachers' understanding, practices, and
perceptions related to assessment,
policymakers and decision-makers in
education can design more effective
training programs, provide necessary
resources, and develop policies that
support professional development for
English language teachers.

Additionally, this research can
provide valuable insights for educational
practitioners, especially English language
teachers, to enhance their assessment
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skills and improve existing practices.
Thus, this research can help improve the
overall quality of English language
teaching, which in turn can contribute to
improving students' language proficiency
and academic achievement.

The main objective of this research is
to identify English language teachers'
understanding, practices, and perceptions
related to assessment. Specifically, this
research will attempt to answer the
following questions:

1. What is English language teachers'
understanding of assessment concepts?

2. How do English language teachers
practice assessment in the classroom?

3. What are English language teachers'

perceptions of the importance of
assessment in  English language
teaching?

By addressing these questions, this
research  will provide a  better
understanding of assessment literacy
among English language teachers and lay
the foundation for the development of
more effective training and professional
development programs in the future.

KERANGKA TEORITIK

Assessment literacy among English
language teachers is a critical aspect of
effective language teaching. This literature
review explores various dimensions of
assessment  literacy, including its
definition, components, importance, and
the challenges faced by English language
teachers in developing assessment
literacy. Additionally, it examines the
relationship between assessment literacy
and effective language teaching practices.
Definition and Components of
Assessment Literacy

Assessment literacy refers to the
knowledge, skills, and wunderstanding
required by teachers to design, implement,
and interpret assessments effectively
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(Popham, 2009). It encompasses various

components, including understanding
assessment principles, selecting
appropriate assessment methods,
constructing  valid and  reliable
assessments, interpreting assessment

results, and using assessment data to
inform teaching and learning (Brown,
2004; Bachman & Palmer, 2010).
Importance of Assessment Literacy
Assessment literacy is essential for
English language teachers for several
reasons. Firstly, it enables teachers to
design assessments that accurately
measure students' language proficiency
and progress (McNamara, 2011).
Secondly, assessment literacy helps
teachers to identify students' strengths
and weaknesses, providing valuable

feedback for instructional planning
(Gipps, 1994). Moreover, assessment
literacy enhances teachers' ability to

interpret assessment results accurately,
leading to informed instructional
decisions and improved learning
outcomes (Wiliam & Thompson, 2007).
Practices of Assessment among English
Language Teachers

English language teachers employ
various assessment practices in their
classrooms, including formative
assessments, summative assessments,
performance assessments, and portfolio
assessments (Harmer, 2007). Formative
assessments, such as quizzes, classroom
observations, and peer assessments, are
used to monitor students' progress and
provide ongoing feedback for learning
(Black & Wiliam, 1998). Summative
assessments, such as standardized tests
and end-of-course exams, are used to
evaluate students' overall language
proficiency and achievement (Bachman &
Palmer, 2010).
Perceptions of Assessment
English Language Teachers

among
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English language teachers'
perceptions of assessment play a
significant role in shaping their

assessment practices. Research indicates
that teachers' beliefs and attitudes towards
assessment influence the types of
assessments they use, their assessment
strategies, and their interpretation of
assessment  results (Brown,  2004).
Teachers who perceive assessment as a
tool for learning tend to emphasize
formative assessment practices and
provide constructive feedback to students
(Stiggins, 2002). In contrast, teachers who
view assessment primarily as a measure of
achievement may focus more on
summative assessments and standardized
testing (Harlen, 2006).
Challenges in Developing Assessment
Literacy

English language teachers face
various  challenges in  developing
assessment literacy. These challenges
include limited training and professional
development opportunities in assessment,
lack of familiarity with assessment
principles and  techniques,  time
constraints, and resource limitations
(Hamp-Lyons, 2001). Additionally, the
complex nature of language assessment
poses challenges for teachers in designing
assessments that accurately measure
students' language proficiency across
different skill areas (Alderson, 2005).
Relationship  between  Assessment
Literacy and  Effective Language
Teaching

There is a strong relationship
between assessment literacy and effective
language teaching practices. Research
suggests that teachers with higher levels of
assessment literacy are more likely to use
assessment data to inform @ their
instructional decisions, provide targeted
feedback to students, and promote student
learning (Green, 2013). Additionally,
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assessment-literate teachers are better
equipped to design assessments that align
with instructional objectives, reflect
students' diverse learning needs, and
foster a supportive learning environment
(Weigle, 2002).

METODE

This study adopts a quantitative
research design utilizing a survey
methodology to investigate assessment
literacy among English language teachers.
Surveys are an effective tool for collecting

data on teachers' practices and
perceptions regarding assessment
(Ismaya, 2019).

The population of this study
comprises English language teachers
working in educational institutions,

including schools, language institutes, and
universities. A stratified random sampling
technique will be employed to ensure
representation from various educational
levels and institutions. The sample size
will be determined based on the desired
level of precision and confidence level
(Suryabrata, 1998).

The survey instrument will consist of
structured questionnaires designed to
assess English language teachers' practices
and perceptions related to assessment
literacy. The questionnaire will include
items covering various aspects, such as
understanding of assessment concepts,
assessment practices in the classroom,
perceptions of assessment importance,
and challenges in developing assessment
literacy (Sugiyono, 2019).

The questionnaire will be developed
based on a comprehensive review of
relevant literature on assessment literacy,
assessment practices, and perceptions
among English language teachers. Items
will be designed to capture the key
constructs of  assessment literacy
identified in the literature. The

109



questionnaire will be pre-tested with a
small sample of English language teachers
to ensure clarity, relevance, and validity
(Daniar Pramita et al., 2021).

Data will be collected using both
online and offline methods. Online
surveys will be distributed through email
invitations and online platforms accessible
to English language teachers. Offline
surveys will be distributed to teachers in
person during professional development
workshops, conferences, or school visits.
Participants will be informed about the
purpose of the study and assured of the
confidentiality and anonymity of their
responses.

Data collected from the surveys will
be analyzed using appropriate statistical
techniques. Descriptive statistics, such as
frequencies, percentages, means, and
standard deviations, will be used to
summarize the responses to each survey
item. Inferential statistics, such as
correlation analysis and regression
analysis, may be employed to examine
relationships between variables and
identify predictors of assessment literacy
among English language teachers.

Ethical considerations will be
carefully addressed throughout the
research process. Informed consent will be
obtained from all participants, and their
confidentiality and anonymity will be
ensured. The study will adhere to ethical
guidelines for research involving human
subjects, including obtaining approval
from relevant institutional review boards
or ethics committees.

Despite efforts to ensure
representativeness, the generalizability of
the findings may be limited to the specific
context and sample population of English
language teachers included in the study.
Additionally, self-report =~ measures
inherent in survey methodology may be
subject to social desirability bias and
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memory recall biases (Sidiq & Choiri,
2019).

Findings from this study will
provide valuable insights into the
assessment literacy of English language
teachers, informing the development of

targeted  professional = development
programs and interventions aimed at
enhancing assessment practices and

promoting effective language teaching
and learning. The results may also
contribute to the broader literature on
assessment literacy and teacher education.

HASIL DAN PEMBAHASAN

The study aimed to investigate
assessment literacy among English language
teachers by examining their practices and
perceptions related to assessment. A survey
methodology was employed to collect data
from a sample of English language teachers
working in various educational institutions.
This section presents the results of the survey
analysis and discusses their implications for
English language teaching and teacher
education (Reza et al., 2019).

Understanding of Assessment Concepts

The survey asked teachers to rate their
understanding of assessment concepts on a
scale from 1 (low) to 5 (high). The results
indicated that the majority of teachers
reported a moderate to high level of
understanding of assessment concepts, with
an average rating of 3.8. However, there were
variations in understanding across different
assessment  concepts.  While teachers
demonstrated a strong understanding of basic
assessment principles such as validity and
reliability, they showed less familiarity with
more complex concepts such as formative
assessment and assessment for learning.

Assessment Practices in the Classroom
Teachers were asked to indicate the
types of assessments they commonly used in
their classrooms. The results revealed that a
variety of assessment practices were
employed, including formative assessments
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(e.g., quizzes, peer assessments), summative
assessments (e.g., exams, tests), performance
assessments (e.g., presentations, projects), and
portfolio assessments. Formative assessments
were reported to be the most frequently used
type of assessment, highlighting the
importance of ongoing feedback and
monitoring of student progress in English
language teaching (Zulaiha et al., 2020).

Perceptions of Assessment Importance

The  survey  assessed  teachers'
perceptions of the importance of assessment in
English language teaching. The findings
indicated that teachers overwhelmingly
viewed assessment as essential for monitoring
student progress, identifying learning needs,
and informing instructional decisions. They
recognized assessment as a means to promote
student learning and improve teaching
effectiveness. However, some teachers
expressed concerns about the overemphasis
on standardized testing and the potential
negative impact on teaching and learning
(Levi & Inbar-Lourie, 2020).

Challenges in Developing Assessment
Literacy

Teachers were asked to identify
challenges they faced in developing

assessment literacy. The most commonly
reported challenges included limited training
and professional development opportunities,
time constraints, and lack of familiarity with
assessment techniques. Many teachers
expressed a desire for more targeted training
and support in assessment design,
interpretation of assessment data, and use of
assessment results to inform teaching practice.
Additionally, some teachers highlighted the
need for access to resources and materials to
support their assessment practices (Vogt et al.,
2020).

Relationship between Assessment Literacy
and Effective Language Teaching

The survey explored the relationship
between assessment literacy and effective
language teaching practices. The findings
indicated a positive correlation between
teachers' level of assessment literacy and the
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quality of their teaching practices. Teachers
with higher levels of assessment literacy were
more likely to employ formative assessment
strategies, provide timely and constructive
feedback to students, and use assessment data
to inform instructional decisions. These
teachers also reported greater confidence in
their ability to design assessments that
accurately measure students' language
proficiency and progress (Aria et al., 2021).

Implications for English Language Teaching
and Teacher Education
The results of the study have several
implications for English language teaching
and teacher education. Firstly, they
underscore the importance of providing
English language teachers with ongoing
training and professional development
opportunities in assessment literacy. Teacher
education programs should incorporate
coursework and practical experiences that
equip teachers with the knowledge, skills, and
understanding needed to design, implement,
and interpret assessments effectively.
Secondly, the findings highlight the need for
greater awareness and recognition of the role
of assessment in English language teaching.
Policymakers and educational leaders should
prioritize assessment literacy as a key
component  of  teacher  professional
development initiatives and allocate resources
accordingly. Lastly, the study emphasizes the
importance of fostering a culture of
assessment literacy within educational
institutions. Collaboration among teachers,
administrators, and other stakeholders is
essential to promote sharing of best practices,
peer learning, and continuous improvement
in assessment practices (Farhady & Tavassoli,
2021).
the study provides valuable insights
into assessment literacy among English
language teachers, revealing strengths,
challenges, and areas for improvement. By
addressing these findings and implementing
targeted interventions, educators and
policymakers can work together to enhance
assessment practices, promote effective
language teaching, and ultimately improve
student learning outcomes in English
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language education (Najib Muhammad &
Bardakgi, 2019).

KESIMPULAN

The study on assessment literacy
among English language teachers through
a survey of practices and perceptions
offers significant insights into the
landscape of assessment within language
education. Through the examination of
teachers' understanding, practices,
perceptions,  challenges, and  the
relationship between assessment literacy
and effective teaching, several conclusions
can be drawn:

The findings indicate that English
language teachers generally possess a
moderate to high level of understanding of
assessment concepts. While there is a solid
grasp of fundamental principles such as
validity and reliability, areas such as
formative assessment and assessment for
learning may require further
development.

The survey reveals a diversity of
assessment practices employed by English

language teachers, encompassing
formative, summative, performance, and
portfolio assessments. Formative

assessment emerges as a predominant
practice, highlighting its importance in
monitoring  student  progress and
providing timely feedback.

3. Recognition of Assessment
Importance: English language teachers
universally recognize the significance of
assessment in teaching and learning. They
perceive assessment as a valuable tool for
understanding students' needs, guiding
instructional decisions, and fostering
student learning. However, concerns
regarding the dominance of standardized
testing warrant attention.

Despite
assessment's

the acknowledgment of
importance, English
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language teachers encounter various
challenges in developing assessment
literacy. These challenges include limited
training opportunities, time constraints,
and a lack of familiarity with assessment
techniques. Addressing these challenges is
crucial to fostering effective assessment
practices.

The study highlights a positive
correlation between assessment literacy
and effective teaching practices among
English language teachers. Teachers with

higher levels of assessment literacy
demonstrate a greater propensity for
employing formative assessment
strategies, providing constructive

feedback, and using assessment data to
inform instruction.

Implications and Recommendations:
The findings of the study underscore the
importance of ongoing professional
development in assessment literacy for
English language teachers. Teacher
education programs should prioritize the
incorporation of  assessment-related
coursework and practical experiences.
Additionally, there is a need for greater
awareness and recognition of assessment
literacy's role in language education
among policymakers and educational
leaders. Collaborative efforts among
teachers, administrators, and stakeholders
are essential to promote a culture of
assessment literacy within educational
institutions.

It's important to acknowledge the
limitations of the study, including the
potential for self-report biases and the
specificity of the sample population.
Future research could explore assessment
literacy across diverse contexts and
languages, as well as investigate the
impact of targeted interventions on
enhancing assessment practices among
English language teachers.
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In conclusion, the study underscores
the critical role of assessment literacy in
English  language  teaching  and
emphasizes the need for continuous
professional development and support to
enhance assessment practices and
promote effective language learning
experiences for students.
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